
 
 

 
 

‘THE GRAND TOUR OF SWITZERLAND’ 

                       10TH – 17TH SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

 
This is a specially designed 7 night trip through the prettiest parts of Switzerland, 
avoiding the fastest routes and taking in the most picturesque; staying in comfy 

hotels staffed by people who are committed to making sure you have a good stay, 
enjoying culinary delights each evening, and being hosted by us at Prestige who 

just want you to have a great week, on and off the road!  
 

You’ll quickly come to understand why the journey is the event! 
 
Working with the Swiss National Tourist office, our Grand Tour will be signposted 

with official road signs along the way – seriously, it’s happening!  They will all have 
the same design, so will be very easy to pick out. 

 
There are many gems to discover, all quite close to one another along the way, and 
you won’t miss any of them. 

 
The accommodation is very comfortable, in traditional Swiss historic hotels, some 

dating back over 300 years.  We have carefully selected the properties, some for 
their location, combined with others offering swimming pools and spas.   
 

And the food – all great quality, European style and creative recipes, including local 
specialties.  Some traditional Swiss dishes, so expect cheese!  Tartiflette is a staple 

dish at most ski resorts, and as one of Clive’s favourites it will certainly feature.   
 
We will take in all of the best things that the eastern side of Switzerland has to 

offer, add a few surprises, make some memories and above all, have a fun filled 
time in the style that our sophisticated rally folk enjoy!  

 

 



 
Day 1 – Monday 10th September  

St. Gallen 
 

Embedded between pre-Alpine hills, the city of St Gallen has the rare distinction of 
being on the border of four countries. The main attraction in the city is the Abbey of 
St Gallen, a World Heritage Site revealing more than 1,300 years of history. 

 
Your accommodation at this historic city is the 4 star Hotel Einstein St Gallen, 

where an indoor parking space is reserved.  This elegant hotel is rated amongst the 
best in St Gallen, is centrally located within the old town, and offers a fitness and 
wellness centre, together with fine dining. 

 

 
 

 
Once you have checked in, the rest of the day is at leisure for you to enjoy the city, 
or relax in the spa prior to dinner. 

 
Places nearby which you may wish to visit are the Abbey, with its wonderfully 

decorated library; the Convent & Cathedral are also close by. 
 
Return to the hotel for dinner, with some musical entertainment to get the party 

started! 
 

 
Day 2 – Tuesday 11th September 
St. Gallen to St Moritz 

Distance - 200km/124 miles 
Driving time: 4 hours 

 
After breakfast, the rally begins as we are flagged off heading for near St Mortiz. 
Our first destination is the quiet alpine village of Sils-Maria.  The drive time to our 

hotel is approximately 4hrs and takes you through the Swiss national park enroute. 
 



Upon leaving St Gallen and the Appenzell region, you will climb upwards towards 
Schwaegalp and the alpine pastures at the foot of the Saentis - a spectacular 

summit in the Alpstein range. The route then takes us through the Toggenburg, 
before descending into the Rhine valley towards the capital of the Canton 

Graubuenden, Chur, and onwards through the charming village of Klosters then via 
Davos to our final destination, Sils-Maria. 
 

Other notable highlights along the route include the painted facades in Appenzell, 
the one and only designated Swiss National Park, and the mountain village of 

Guarda. 
 
We will be staying at the beautiful 5* Hotel Waldhaus.  This lovely hotel is set in a 

tranquil forest and once again your car will be housed in a reserved indoor parking 
space. 

 
The cellars of the Waldhouse will be the location for our wine tasting prior to dinner.  
Dinner this evening will be served in the Arvenstube restaurant – a pretty room 

built in the local alpine tradition. 

 

 
 

Day 3 – Wednesday 12th September 
Sils-Maria – Bellinzona  
Distance - 190km/118 miles 

Driving time: 3hours 30 mins 
 

After departing the hotel after breakfast and leaving the stunning landscape 
surrounding St Moritz behind, you will head to Silvaplana and take the road towards 
the Julier Pass. After just 500m, a superb vista opens up over the Upper Engadine 

and its lakes. From then on the stunning scenery is almost as omnipresent as the 
hairpin bends! 

 
At Tiefencastel, the road meets the line of the Rhaetian Railway, along which both 
the Bernina and Glacier Express train run. Travelling through the heart of the 

Beverin Nature Reserve, you then take the road to the famous San Bernardino 
Pass, where you will enjoy over fifty hairpin bends before heading down towards 

our destination for the night, Bellinzona and the Hotel & Spa Internationale, which 
is situated just a short distance from the historic city centre. 

The 5* Hotel Waldhouse 



 
Today’s route includes many other highlights, most notably the villages of Andeer, 

Juf, and Splügen, plus endless dramatic scenery. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dinner this evening will take place at the Castelgrande in Bellinzona.  The three 
castles of Bellinzona are one of the main attractions in canton Ticino.  Not only 

unique to the Alpine region, they have also featured in the prestigious UNESCO 
cultural world heritage list since 2000.  The mighty walls, towers, battlements and 

gates make very imposing fortresses. 

 

There is some unusual entertainment this evening – to tell you more would spoil 
the surprise!  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The Castelgrande 



Day 4 – Thursday 13th September 
Bellinzona – Brienz 

Distance – 170kms/106miles 
Driving time: 3½hrs (approx)  

 
Upon leaving Bellinzona and its three UNESCO World Heritage castles, we head 
north to Biasca and then to the narrow Leventina Valley, where railway and road 

viaducts seem to jostle for position. After Airolo, we take the Tremola, doubtless 
one of the most well-known roads leading to the St Gotthard Pass. After Hospental 

and Realp, we once more embark on a series of hairpin bends which takes us to the 
Grand Tour’s highest alpine pass: The Furka pass, at 2,429m above sea level. We 
then head north over another exhilarating pass: The Grimsel. This spectacular road 

takes us through the Haslital towards Innertkirchen and then on towards the 
Eastern shore of Lake Brienz before we reach our hotel, the majestic Grandhotel 

Giessbach.  
 

 
                   On the Grimsel 

The 4* Grandhotel Giessbach is located by the celebrated Giessbach Falls, high 
above Lake Brienz.  The hotel is surrounded by mountains, forests and alpine 

meadows, with a breathtaking view of the unspoiled landscape of Lake Brienz. This 
will be our base for the next two nights. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Grandhotel Giessbach 

The Furka Pass 



Come late afternoon we will take the short walk down to the lake from where we 
will take a boat trip to Brienz. 

 
From Brienz, there will be a wonderful opportunity to take a ride on the Brienzer 

Rothorn steam train.  This train has been travelling between Brienze and the 
Brienzer Rothorn for over 100 years – the journey takes approx an hour – at the 
end of which you will be welcomed dinner at the top  of the mountain. 

  

 
 

Day 5 – Friday 14th September 
Brienz 
Free day 

 
An easy and relaxed day today. After breakfast we plan to drive out to explore the 

local surroundings of the Bernese Oberland, followed by another rail adventure – 
this time on the Schynige Platte train.  The trip starts from Wilderswil and 
transports your to Schynige Platte in the mountains, where we will stop for lunch. 

But you will have choices today. 
 

Being situated in the Bernese Oberland, the Grandhotel Giessbach is a base from 
where you can reach a multitude of amazing places, by both car and by train – and 
if you have not experienced Swiss trains now is the time to try!  To continue 

exploring  Switzerland by road, our suggestion is to take the Brunig Pass  towards 
Luzern. This short but extremely picturesque route takes you out through Brienz 

and up over the pass, via many more hairpin bends, before descending into Canton 
Obwalden passing several lakes en route, whilst being surrounded  by high-alpine 
peaks. The route offers more than a few lunch stops, along with the option to drive 

all the way to Luzern and back, comfortably within the day 
  

Alternatively, why not try one of these: 
 Schilthorn – jaw-dropping views across the whole of Switzerland from the set 

of a Bond movie. 

 Jungfraujoch – take the train via Wengen or Grindelwald to the world’s 
highest railway station – the views are simply stunning. 



 Bern – Switzerland’s capital is a hidden gem with its 16th century old town 
the proud bearer of UNESCO World Heritage Status. 

 
 

 
                                                                             

Whatever you have chosen to do during the day you can look forward to a very 

good dinner back at our hotel.  
 

 
One of the astounding places we can reach by cable bar – beautiful views.  This was Bloefelds hideout 
in the Bond film On Her Majesty’s Secret Service 

 

 
 

Views of the Schynige Platte train 



Day 6 – Saturday 15th September -Giessbach to Lenk 
Distance – 90 km/60 miles 

Driving time:  2 hours 
 

Following breakfast, we leave Giessbach behind, skirting the southern shores of 
Lake Brienz and take the road towards the popular resort of Interlaken. After 
Interlaken, we reach Lake Thun and take the road along its shore until we reach 

Spiez, ideallz, which is situated on the lake and offers an ideal stop for lunch. The 
road from Spiez then takes us through the famous Simmental valley, offering a 

glimpse of arguably the most typically Swiss landscape- many Simmental cows, but 
also stunning architecture can be found along the valley.  At Zweisimmen, we take 
one more turn, further into the Simmental, before eventually arriving at our final 

stopover, Lenk. 
 

 
 
Our accommodation in Lenk is the 5* Lenkerhof Gourmet Spa Resort again our 

base for two nights.  This wellness hotel has its own spa source and offers 
several options of saunas: bio-sauna, herbal sauna, steam bath, sulphur grotto, 

rock oil sauna or Finnish sauna – as well as the usual fabulous views! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
An indoor parking space is reserved for you on arrival. 

 
Some wines, which may be new to you, will be sampled in the cellars which you 
may like to pair with your five course gastronomic dinner on our first night. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Day 7 – Sunday 16th September 
Lenk 
Free day  

 
After breakfast there will be the opportunity to explore this beautiful area on foot, 

or by car, or simply enjoy what the hotel has to offer. 
 
The rest of your day is at leisure. 

 
Lenk offers a good starting point for many day trips, by both car and train.  Our 

favourite takes you through typical Swiss alpine scenery towards Gstaad before 
heading towards Lake Geneva, the first sight of which along the road to Montreux 
will take your breath away. The eastern shores of Lake Geneva also offer a number 

of fantastic driving roads especially through the Lavaux vineyards between 
Montreux and nearby Lausanne which are particularly picturesque 

The terrace & spa at the Lenkerhof Hotel 



 
 

 
                                                    View from Rochers-de-Naye 

 
You may prefer one of these 

 The Golden Pass Line – take the train from Lenk to Zweisimmen before then 

heading down the Golden Pass Line to Montreux – one of Switzerland’s most 
scenic rail journeys. 

 Chateau de Chillon – set on a rocky outcrop in Lake Geneva and against the 
backdrop of a steep wooded slope, Chillon Castle near Montreux is the vision 
of romance. 

 Rochers de Naye – drive to Montreux and then take the 1-hour cogwheel 
train journey to the summit at Rochers de Naye, for amazing views down the 

length of the lake towards Geneva. 
 Olympic Museum – on the shores of Lake Geneva, this museum offers a 

superb visual and interactive experience, explaining the history of the 

Olympic movement in a stunning setting. 
 

 
View from the Olympic Museum 



Last night dinner at the Lenkerhof will be our Presentation Dinner with 12 or more 
delicate and delicious courses, with entertainment to make the last night of the 

Rally Dinner truly memorable. 
 

Day 8 – Monday 17th September 
Breakfast at the hotel  
 

Below are some suggestions on routes you may wish to take back to Basel, and 
onward back home. 

 
Lenk to Basel 
Distance – 284km/177 miles 

Driving time:  6 hours 
 

Upon leaving Lenk, there are a number of routes to take you out of Switzerland but 
the official Grand Tour route does so via Neuchatel and Basel. From Lenk, you will 
continue through traditional alpine landscapes and pass through more villages 

synonymous with Switzerland, such as Gstaad and Chateau d’Oex, the latter 
signifying that, for the first time, that you have crossed into French-speaking 

Switzerland. Lunchtime stops can be taken in several places although the medieval 
old towns of Fribourg and Neuchatel are highly recommended. Heading north out of 

Neuchatel, we head through the wild expanse of the Jura region before reaching 
Basel. Basel sits on the corner of Switzerland, France and Germany and whilst it 
therefore offers a gateway to several different routes home, it also offers a final 

optional night in Switzerland 
 

We are happy to help plan a route back that suits your need either for a swift 
return or a continuing of smaller roads allowing you to enjoy a more relaxed 
journey home.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Outside Gstaad Friburg 

Neuchatel 

Jura Region 



The fully hosted package includes: 
 

 7 nights in 4* & 5* accommodation, including breakfast 
(price is based on 2 people sharing a double or twin room) 

 Reserved parking space at each hotel 
 Pre-dinner drinks reception each evening  
 Dinner on each evening 

 Wine tasting at the Hotel Waldhaus 
 Welcome aperitif with cold meat and cheese platter on the Brienzer Rothorn 

mountain 
 Brienzer Rothorn steam charter from Brienze to Brienzer Rothorn & return 
 Schynige Platte railway from Wilderswil to Schynige Platte & return 

 Boat cruise from Giessbach to Brienze & return 
 Hosting from start to finish 

 Drivers Packs with detailed direction: S maps sat nav weigh points etc  
 Decals and other rally accoutrements 
 The comerarderie and friendship of the other drivers and their partners/co-

drivers   
 

Not Included: 
 

 Lunch – other than where described 
 Tips/gratuities 
 Wines & drinks taken with meals (other than those stated) 

 Insurance  
 

 
The price for THE GRAND TOUR RALLY 2018 is:  £6.720 per team 

comprising 1 car and 2 people 

 
 

 
For further information or to reserve your place please call 01442 879000 

 

Or email: Harriet@prestige-promotions.co.uk 
 

Website: http://www.prestige-promotions.co.uk/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 


